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Burlington,  Wis.,  July,  1913. 

Dear  \eighbors  and  Friends,  on© 
and  all,  young  and  old: — I cannot 
expect  to  live  a great  many  years 
longer  and  have  been  thinking  for 
some  time  that  I would  put  a few 
lines  of  my  experience  in  the  faith 
of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  on  record 
BY  WAY  OF  ADMONITIO\. 

It  is  now  some  sixty-three  years 
since  1 became  acquainted  with 
that  faith,  and  while  I opposed  it 
strongly  at  first,  1 was  led  after- 
ward to  give  it  a more  thoi*oiigh 
search  and  investigations;  and 
the  result  was  that  I became  well 
pleased  with  it,  and  though  sorely 
tried  many  times  by  its  adver- 
saries, I have  ever  found  it  on 
s<;arch,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to 
its  claims  as  a record  of  the  true 
faith  of  ilesus  Christ. 

In  the  study  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon my  verdict  has  ever  been  that 
no  wicked  man  ever  wrote  that 
book;  and  that  it  is  true  to  its 
claims,  and  though  the  whole 
clergy  with  few  exceptions,  were 
its  bitter  enemies,  I have  never 
found  anything  in  that  Book  that 
teaches  any  one  to  do  wrong,  or 
teaches  wrong  in  any  way,  but  on 
the  contrary  it  teaches  the  very 
strictest]  Godliness,  righteousness, 
goodness,  faitli,  virtue,  temper- 
ance, patience,  brotherly  kind- 


ness and  charity.  The  man  or 
the  woman  that  lives  by  the  Book 
of  Moi*mon,  caniif)t  be  a bad  man 
or  a bad  woman. 

One  of  its  precepts  is:  “What- 
soever enticelh  thee,  and  leadeth 
thee  TO  good  and  to  DO  good,  is 
of  God,”  and  “Whatsoever  en- 
ticeth,  mid  leadeth  thee  TO  evil, 
and  to  DO  evil,  is  of  the  devil.  Is 
this  true?  Can  this  mislelad? 

Time,  in  reading  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  one  meets  now  and  ihen 
with  a saying  that  leads  to  a sort 
of  mistrust,  that  they  MIGHT 
HAVE  BEE\  taken  from  the  Bible. 
I had  a sort  of  mistrust  of  that 
kind  myself.  But  when  we  come  to 
think  that  since  the  days  of  Adam 
up  to  this  present  day  that  God 
has  but  one  plan  of  Salvation; 
that  its  piinciples,  laws,  command- 
ments and  teachings  ARE  and 
MUST  be  the  same  to  every  peo- 
ple, all  such  mistrust  vanishes, and 
the  question  arises,  “Wliy  should 
not  the  people  of  God  on  this  land 
ages  ago,  descended  from  the  Pa- 
triarch Joseph,  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  same  Lord  Jesus,  tlie 
same  precious  gospel,  tiie  same 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
the  same  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  same  laws  and  commandments 
and  the  same  precepts  in,  everj 
way  as  taught  In  Apostor  ? 

times? 
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Surely  there  is  only  “One  Lord, 
sue  faith,  and  one  baptism,  one  Gcd 
and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all, 
through  all,  and  in  you  all.”  (Eph. 
4:5,6.  Acts  4:12).  “Unto  us  was 
the  Gospel  pi^eached  as  well  as 
onto  them  (Israel  in  th(^  Wilder- 
ness) but  the  woi'd  preached  did 
not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed 
ivitli  faith  in  them  that  heard  it.” 
(Bleb.  4:2),  so  you  see  that  faith 
under  Moses  was  required,  and  was 
lust  as  nceessai'y  to  salvation  as 
under  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiust,  and 
His  Apostles;  and  the  same  bap- 
tism too;  “for  they  were  all  bap- 
tised unto  Moses  in  the  cloud, 
and  in  the  sea,  and  did  all  cal  the 
same  spiritual  meat,  and  did  all 
drink  the  same  SPIRITUAL  drink; 
for  they  drank  of  that  SPIRITUAL 
Rock  that  followed  them  and  that 
Rock  was  Christ.”  (First  Cor. 
10:  2-4).  Th.'s  “Spiritual  meat  and 
SPIRITUAL  drink  was  no  other 
than  tlie  Gospel  of  Christ;  for  man 
shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  proeeedeth  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God.”  (Dent  8:3. 
Math.  4:4.  Luke  4:4).  Then  it  is 
clear  that  the  House  of  Israel  in 
Mose’s  day  was  made  acquainted 
with  faith,  repentance  and  baptism, 
end  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  In- 
deed they  wore;  and  not  only  witlii 
these  things,  but  with  much  more^ 
and  not  only  Israel  in  the  wilder- 
ness, but  in  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob’s  day,  and  in  Noah’s  day  and 
in  Enoch  and  Adam’s  day. 

All  these  needed  salvation,  and  so 
did  all  their  posterity  from  Adam 
to  Christ,  as  tliere  is  ONI-V  ONE 
plan  of  salvation  given,  and  “no 


other  name  given  under  heaven 
among  men,”  whereby  man  can 
be  saved,  but  by  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  (Acls  4:  12,- 
13)  it  was  just  as  neccssai^y  that 
the  gcspel  or  the  plan  of  salvation 
be  preached  in  the  days  of  Adam, 
and  all  the  way  down  to  Christ,  as 
it  has  been  from  Christ  to  our 
<lay. 

Noah  eve  read  “Was  a preacher 
of  Righteousness?”  and  that  right- 
eousness simply  means  the  plan  of 
salvation,  or  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  John  and  Jesus  preach- 
ed it,  and  as  all  His  Apostles  and 
prophets  preached  it.  The  saints 
before  Christ,  believoid  in  a SaA  ior 
that  WAS  to  come,  Avhile  Ave  are 
reAiuired  to  believe  in  a Savior  that 
HAS  come,  and  aaIU  come 
again.  And  if  tins  Gospel  has  not 
iwoii  revealed  ANEW  IN  ITS  PU- 
R!TV  through  the  inslrumentality 
of  Joseph  Smith  in  the  Book  of 
Mermen,  it  is  in  vain  to  talk  about 
its  ever  having  been  revealed  at 
any  other  time  in  the  past.  We 
have  (he  testimony  of  twelve  liv- 
ing witnesses;  three  of  whom  testi- 
fy that  an  Angel  of  God  came  down 
from  Heaven  and  he  brought  and 
laid  before  our  eyes,  that  avc  be- 
held and  saAV  the  plates,  and  the 
engravings  thereon,  fi*om  Avhich 
the  Book  of  Mormon  has  been 
translated,  and  that  the  trans- 
lation was  true  and  faithful  and 
commanded  them  to  bear  witneJ» 
of  it  to  the.  nations  of  the  eai'lh. 
No  greater  testimony  than  this  was 
ever  given  of  anything  heavenly, and 
in  addition  to  this  as  many  as  eight 
others  were  shown  these  plates  soon 
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after  by  5(^ph  Smith,  who 
heXted  then^,  and  saw  the  engrav- 
ings thereon,  and  they  also  have 
nut  their  testimony  on  roeord  to 
the  wliole  world. 

So  here  is  the  testimeny  of  elev- 
en witnesses,  besides  Joseph 
Smith  himself,  that  the  Book  of 
!lIormci5  is  true,  and  tiiat  it  con- 
tains the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  its  purity,  as  it  was  had  on 
this  land  ages  before  discovered  by 
Europeaiis,  and  as  it  was  preached 
o;i  eastern  lands,  by  John  and  Jesu.s 
and  all  His  Apostles  and  prophets. 
And  now,  s-o  far  as  my  knowlegcof 
mankind  is  concerned  I feel  well 
assured  that  the  testimony  of  these 
twelve  men  is  just  as  good  and  true: 
as  the  testimony  of  any  other  set 
of  men  wiio  have  ever  borne  wit- 
ness to  the  re;\'eIations  of  heaven- 
ly things,  at  any  ether  lime  in  the 
past. 

Ail  have  inherited  the  common 
frailties  mid  infirmities  of  Iiuman 
nature;  none  in  the  past  w'erefreo 
from  them.  The  ancients  were 
“men  of  like  passions  and  feelings 
with  us.”  So  whatever  may  be 
chnrgeil  to  the  xvitnesses  of  tliis 
dispensation;  whatever  objeetions 
iiiay  be  made  to  ihei  testimony,  or 
to  the  character  of  those  modern 
udincsses,  the  same  charges  and 
objeetions  may  be  made  to  the  tes- 
timonies and  characters  of  all 
those  ancient  witnesses.  It  w 
not  claimed  for  either  ancient  or 
iiiGdera  witnesses,  that  they  never 
did  a wrong  in  their  lives;  and  it 
would  hr,  too  much  to  ask  of  hu- 
taan  nature  to  boliei  c Uiat  any  of 
them  were  spotless.  Yet  God  made 


them  His  witnesses  to  tJie  things 
they  had  both  heard  and  seen,  and 
had  been  revealed  to  them.  And 
tile  nations  were  rcquivctl  to  re- 
ceive their  testimony,  and  turn  to 
righteousness,  or  be  doomed  to 
destruction  temporally  and  spirit- 
ually; as  witness  Uie  flood,  and  the 
destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gommo- 
rah,  and  the  unbelieving  Egyptians; 
the  rebellious  of  Israel  in  the  days 
of  Jeremiah,  and  at  various  other 
times,  and  their  final  destruction 
and  dessolation  and  seattei'ing  in- 
to all  lands  following  their  rejec- 
tion of  the  testimony  and  teach- 
ing of  John  the  Baptist,  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  His  apostles,  and 
their  being  trodden  under  foot  ever 
since.  Men  may  and  do  err;  that 
is  to  be  expected;  but  the  word 
of  God,  given  tlirougli  his  chosen 
witnesses,  never  errs. 

That  woi*d  is  true,  yesterday,  to- 
day and  forever.  The  errors  of 
men  can  never  destroy  the  things 
of  God.  The  ten  eoramandments, 
and  all  other  commandments  and 
precepts  of  God,  though  grossly  sin 
lied  against  by  all  nations,  are 
just  as  time  and  binding  today,  as 
they  ©vei*  were  in  the  past.  i\o 
difference. 

Mow,  there  is  one  peculiaidty 
about  the  Latter  Day  Saints  or 
Mormons,  and  Uieir  enemies  lia\  e 
noticed  it  a good  while  ago;  that 
is  that  when  a Mormon  turns 
away  from  his  faith,  he  never  can 
take  favorably  or  kindly  to  any 
other  faith.  How  is  this?  Other 
people  can  turn  away  from  their 
faith  and  without  any  great  Irou- 
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We  join  themselves  to  another 
/aith.  Xot  so  with  the  Mormons. 

they  know  IUGHT  well  that 

when  they’ve  lost,  Hiking  for  THEIR 
faith,  which  has  su  many  grand 
truths  In  it,  and  supporting  it, 
that  it  is  a vain  thing  to  seek  con- 
solation in  any  other  faith!  And  of 
all  the  forlorn  hopes  that  man 
can  indulge  in,  the  hope  of  con- 
ve/ting  Mormons  to  any  of  the 
modern  sectarian  systems  of  faith 
is  the  most  forlorn  and  hopeless. 
It  is  easy  to  say,  “Why  don’t  you 
turn  away  from  your  .Mormonism 
and  tui'n  to  the  teachings  of  the 
bible?  Such  a .quei'y  as  that 
only  causes  the  Mormons  to  smile, 
rather  broadly;  for  to  turn  to  the 
bible  is  to  turn  to  Mormonism, and 
to  turn  FROM  Mormonism  is  to 
turn  FROM  the  bible!  For  the 
bible  in  its  purity  is  Mormonism, 
and  Mormonism  in  its  purity  is  the 
bible.  The  bible  says:  “These 
signs  shall  follow  them  that  be- 
lieve. In  my  name  they  sliall  cast 
out  devils;  they  shall  speak  with 
new  tongues;  they  shall  take  up 
serpents,  and  if  they  drink  any 
deadly  thing  it  shall  not  hurt  them 
They  shall  lay  hands  upon  the 
sick,  and  THEY  SHALL  RECOVER.” 
(illark  16:16  to  20.  James  5:13  to 
15.  1st  Cor.  12:1  to  31).  Now  we 
know  that  all  those  gifts  and 
blessings  were  promised  to  those 
who  believed  in,  and  obeyed  the  re- 
quirements of  the  gospel,  and  ob- 
served its  precepts;  and  all  these 
are  principles  of  the  Mormon  faith 
and  we  know  that  they  have  poss- 
essed and  enjoyed  these  gifts,  and 
that  they  are  in  exercise  still 
among  them,  and  they  know  that 


wherever  these  gifts  ore  luJ  louglit 
there  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
not. 

Nvw  to  ask  a man  to  forsake  the 
testimony  of  all  these  witnesses, 
and  all  these  glorious  gifts  and 
manifestations,  and  all  these  prec- 
ious reveiation.s,  and  go  into  any 
one  of  th{»e  modern  “orUicelox” 
churches  whci'c  nothing  of  all 
these  is  possessed  and  have  not 
boea  possessed  for  many  centur- 
ies, and  not  only  NOT  possessed, 
bat  abandoned,  rejected  and  op- 
posed, as  so  many  NON-ESSEN- 
TIALS and  even  DELUSIONS,  is 
like  inviting  a man  away  fi*om  the 
haunts  of  wealth  and  great  treas- 
ure, to  the  huts  and  hovels  of 
poverty  and  grim  want.  Hence  the 
utter  hitility  of  trying  to  convert 
Mormons  to  seetariani  systems  of 
faith.  If  I should  be  led  to  reject 
and  turn  away  from  Mormonism, 
I know  I should  be  led  to  reject 
and  deny  many  great  bible  truths. 
In  FACT  and  IN  EFFECT  I know 
I woulld  be  rejecting  the  whole 
bible  from  beginning  to  end. 

“The  testimony  of  two  witness- 
es,” says  the  Lord  Jesus,  is  true;.” 

.\11  the  great  and  sacred  truths 
of  the  bible,  have  come  to  us  whol- 
ly by  the  testimony  of  men;  just 
such  men  as  have  brought  to  light 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  faith 
of  the  Latter  Day  Saints;  and  to 
reject  the  testimoiiy  of  Latter  Day 
prophets  is  to  reject  the  testimwii 
of  ancient  prophets  and  aiyustles. 
For  they  were  all  the  same  kind 
of  men;  men  of  like  pas.sions  and 
feelings  one  with  the  oUiei*;  they 
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nil  te.^tiHcd  t«  secinjj  God  and 
‘allxinf;  him  face  lo  face,  as  a 
inaa  wiLii  his  friend,  and  to  have 
had  the  niinistiy  of  the  angels  of 
H'.s  pre.jence.  They  all  taught  the 
‘.:mD  doctrine,  the  same  faith,  and 
their  testimonies  agree  with  each 
other  in  vciy  point,  and  parlicu- 
ior.  They  were  all  shamefully 
aonseeJ,  ami  falsely  accused;  al- 
•vayy  c-1  rleeciving,  blinding,  and 
misleading  the  people  and  of  be- 
irtg  traitors  anil  enemies  to  the 
nations  to  whcin  Ute.y  were  sent, 
'>c  raised  up. 

We  have  found  this  mati  per- 
verting the  nation  (misleading  tJie 
nation)  ajid  forbidding  to  give  trib- 
ute (pay  taxes)  to  Caesar,  saying 
iliat  he  himself  is  Christ  (anoint- 
'.'d)  a king.  So  the  Lord  efesus 
\\'i\3  condemned  to  death  for  trea- 
son, and  for  eormpling  the  minds 
of  the  people  by  false  teaching. 
vLuke  23:  1-3.  “The  Princes  of 
Israel,  besought  the  king  lo  pul 
dere.miaJi,  the  prophet,  to  death,” 
for  ’he  seeks  not  the  welfare  of 
this  people  but  their  Injury, 
while  he  was  tEiHr  best  friend,  and 
gave  tiiem  nothing  but  the  word 
of  the  Lord  for  their  ca  criastmg 
welfare. 

*‘0  .fcrusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou 
that  killcM^  Uic  prophets  andstoj*' 
cst  them  whocu  I have  sent  uutt> 
:hee;  bow  often  would  It  have  gath- 
ered Uiy  children  together  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  but  ye  would  not.  Ilc- 
hald  your  house  is  left  mito  you 
Jci^Iatc.”  (.tfath.  23:  2S  to  37). 


Tins  languoge  pretty  clearly 
shows  that  all  the  prophets  wore 
pevsecutwi  and  many  of  Uiew 
wcio  put  to  doatl:. 

The  goispel  beirng  the  same  in 
all.  ages  ami  as  the  wicked  are  tho 
jwino  pretty  much  in  eveiy  age,  it 
is  not  to  be  v.'i>iKlere<l  at  that  the 
j)’*ophets  of  God  have  been  per- 
soented  and  put  to  death  in  this 
(jrjici’ation. 

The  J5ook  of  Slormon  in  a very 
'.rlnin  am!  simple  ivay  tells  usthat 
if  we  beUeve  tiie  bible  we  will  be- 
ll;,ve  ttic  ilooU  cf  Mormon.  A great 
many  people  think  they  believe  the 
biblo,  when  at  the  same  time,  it 
Is  only  somebody’s  peraevshjn  of 
its  sacred  truths  that  they  believe. 

Our  Lord  .lesus  has  solemnly 
p.'omised  His  apostles  mid  follow- 
e..’s  wlicn  He  sent  them  into  all  the 
i.v'''d,  as  before  said,  tlmt  ‘‘lhcs<} 

' >.'S  siiall  follow  them  that  be- 
lieve; in  my  name  (hey  slial!  tiast 
out  devils,  they  shall  speak  with 
new  it/ngiies;  they  shall  hike  up 
serpj'WiS,  and  if  they  drink  any 
deadly  thing  it  shall  not  hurt  them 
uRcJ  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the 
sick  and  they  sliall  recover.” 
aSa.'k.  10:14  to  21)  und  Paui,  true 
to  tiilvS  }tromise,  says  to  the  Cor- 
rluthiuns;  “Xow  brethren,  eon- 
sfriritual  gift's  S would  nut 
have  you  ignorant,’'  and  goes  on  to 
tell  them  that  “the  iu;mifestali)>i» 
o?  the  spirit  is  given  to  KVKKV 
inan,  to  profit  withall,  for  to  one 
is  given  by  the  spirit  tlie  word  uf 
wi.sdoiv»:  to  anotlicr  the  word  of 
knowiecfgc  by  Uic  same  spirit;  to 
anoUier  faith  by  the  sumo  spirit; 
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to  another  the  gift  of  healing  fay 
the  same  spirit;  to  another  the 
working  of  miraeies;  to  another 
prophecy;  to  another  the  discern- 
ing  of  spirits;  to  another  di- 
verse kinds  of  tongues;  to  anoth- 
er the  iiitoi'ijretalion  of  tongues; 
hut  ALL  THESE  worketli  THAT 
0.\E  and  THE  SELF-SAME  SPHl- 
IT,  dividing  to  EVEHY  MAX 
SEVEKALLY  as  HE  WILI/’ 

Now  Paul  as  you  sec  devotes 
three  chapters  to  the  coveting 
seeJting  for  and  tlse  use  of  those 
spiritual  gifts,  that  is,  the  12tii[, 
13th  and  14tli  chaptere  of  his  fii*st 
epistle  to  the  Goi'rinthlaiis,  find  at 
the  close  of  the  14th  chapter,  lie 
sa^s:  “If  any  man  think  him- 

self to  be  A PROPHET,  or  SPIR- 
ITUAL, let  him  acknowledge  that 
the  things  which  I write  unto  you 
are  the  awi.^IAMWIENTS  of  God.” 
(See  verse  38.) 

Who,  then,  has  tine  right  to  say 
that  tlie  commandments  of  Gfyl 
ai*e  passed  away  and  no  longer 
needed?  Where  is  that  doctrine 
found,  in  the  new  or  the  old  tes~ 
tamesit?  It  is  not  found  in  either 
of  time  precious  books,  and  tlie 
man  or  set  men  wiio  teach  that 
g’orious  and  neeessai’y  gifts 
0?  the  gospel  of  desus  Christ  a!*«i 
done  away,  preaches  false  doc- 
trine, and  ho  or  they  are  anything 
but  true  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  chui^h  organised  in  apos- 
tolic tiines  was  commonly  called 
•‘The  BODY  OF  CHRIST  as:  “Now 
ye  are  the  body  of  Christ  and  mem- 
bers hi  psirticiiiar.’"  (1st  Cor.  12:27) 
“And  put  all  Uiiiigs  under  His 


feet,  and  hath  given  Him  to  be  the 
head  over  all  things  to  THE 
CHURCH,  which  IS  HIS  BODY.” 
(Eph.  1:22:23). 

And  He  (Christ)  is  before  all 
tilings,  and  by  Him  all  things  con- 
sist. And  He  is  the  head  of  THE 
BODY,  THE  CHURCH.”  (Cor. 
1:17,  38,  24). 

And  tiiose  in  possession  of 
those  gifts  in  that  body,  were  spo- 
ken of,  or  regarded  as  the  HANDS. 
FEET,  EYES,  EARS,  NOSE  and 
various  otlier  membci'S  of  that 
body.  And  it  was  said  fay  Paul  that 
“the  eye  could  not  say  to  the 
liarni,  I have  no  need  of  thee; 
neither  could  the  head  say  to  the 
i'ect,  I have  no  need  of  thee.  Nay. 
much  more  tho.se  members  of  the 
bodj^,  which  seem  to  bo  more  fee- 
ble are  necessary.”  In  other 
words;  these  posseawng  the  gift 
rtf  prophecy  could  not  say  to  tliow^ 
having  the  gift  of  healing,  5 have 
no  need  of  thee;  nor  could  tliost^ 
having  the  gift  of  healing  say  to 
those  having  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
1 have  no  need  of  thee. 

Again,  those  ^vlio  had  power  to 
do  miracles  could  m^t  say  to  any 
of  the  olhti's,  I have  no  need  of 
thee. 

“if  the  whole  body  were  an  eye,” 
says  Paul,  “wlier©  were  tlie  hear- 
ing? If  the  whole  were  hesmdsiO; 
where  were  the  smelling?  But 
new  hath  God  set  tJic  members 
every  one  of  them  in  tho  body  ns 
it  hath  pleased  Him. 

And  if  they  were  all  one  nicra- 
ber,  where  w'cre  the  body.  But 
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now  are  Uiey  many  membePvS  yet 
«UT  ONE  BODY. 

But  the  teachers  of  inodei'ii  apos- 
late  Christianity  fight  and  oppttsc 
all  these  precious  and  promised 
gifts  and  virlualiy  and  positively 
say:  “Wc  have  no  need  of  ANY 
of  those  precious  gifts.” 

They  simply  say:  U'E  AKEXOO 
WELL  LEAKNED  to  need  any  of 
ihem;  thus  I'egju'ding  the  saints  in 
apostolic  times  as  vei*y  ignorant, 
and  themselves  as  very'  wiso;while 
they  are  divided  and  split  up  into 


over  a hoQdi*ed  differiiig  sects, and 
no  two  of  them  aWo  to  see  aJikt. 

TJius  they  Slave  sinei'ed  tlie  fc«‘U 
and  hands  and  put  out  eyes 
and  stopp<id  tlie  Jiars  and  nos- 
trils of  the  church,  so  that  the 
body  can  neither  walk,  xuir  handle, 
nor  see,  nor  lieai',  nor  smell,  and 
are  deteimiined  to  leave  it,  a me, re 
unprogressive  and  helpless  trunk: 
to  every  intent  and  purpose,  DEAD. 

“In  vain  de  ye  worship  Me,  teach 
ing  for  doctrine  the  command- 
ments of  men.”  Truly, 

WLNXiEIELD  WATSON. 
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